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HELPING FARMERS UNDERSTAND FEDERAL & STATE 
AGRICULTURAL POLICY

151
individuals participated in Farm Bill programming

277
downloads of MSU Extension bulletins on insurance 

topics authored by the farm management team

IMPACTS
Michigan State University (MSU) Extension worked with farmers to understand the Farm Bill program and the ever-
changing federal and state programs or policies.

55
individuals 
participated 
in insurance 
programming

68,333
readers of 
insurance articles 
authored by MSU 
Extension

132 viewers of Farm Bill 
session recordings

160
downloads of the 
Farm Bill Analyzer 
Tool 

For additional information regarding farm management educational programs, research projects and materials, 
visit https://www.canr.msu.edu/farm_management/experts.

THE 2022 FARM BILL PROGRAM 
& CROP INSURANCE DECISIONS: 
WHAT FITS YOUR FARM?
For the 2022 production year, producers needed to 
select which Farm Bill program would work best for their 
farms. The choice between price loss coverage (PLC) 
and agricultural risk coverage (ARC) focused on price 
or yield risk for one production year. The importance of 
considering crop insurance options that tie into these 
Farm Bill programs made the decision more complex for 
producers.

The 2022 Farm Bill Program and Crop Insurance Decisions: 
What Fits Your Farm? series featured MSU Extension 
experts, an insurance expert and experts from the Farm 
Service Agency. At these 1.5 hour-informational meetings, 
producers received a refresher on the current ARC and 
PLC program options and discussed specific program 
details with experts. They also learned about crop 
insurance options available and the ways they interact 
with ARC or PLC. Finally, participants worked through 
case examples using the updated MSU Extension Farm 
Bill Analyzer Tool. These case examples illustrated how to 
make better decisions on ARC versus PLC. The program 
had 151 participants and recordings of online sessions were 
viewed 132 times.
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The Farm Bill Analyzer Tool provides producers with an 
opportunity to compare potential risk protection from PLC 
and ARC. Farmers enter information about their farms, 
including historical yields, planted acres and anticipated 
yields. This information is combined with county history 
yield values and projected market prices and yields to offer 
guidance on which programs producers should select. 
This tool also included consideration of crop insurance 
policy options that might be available depending on the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) program selected. 
Combined with the webinar and one-on-one producer 
meetings, the decision tool aided farm managers in 
selecting the best risk protection for their individual farms. 
This tool was downloaded for use 160 times.

Farmers discuss agricultural policies and their implications.

HELPING FARM MANAGERS 
NAVIGATE INSURANCE OPTIONS
Production concerns brought on by extreme weather and 
market price volatility were ongoing challenges in 2022. 
Farm producers looking to manage or reduce impacts 
from these risks looked to insurance programs as a cost-
effective means of aid. Producers needed to identify 
which policies provided sufficient risk coverage and 
supported their on-farm production goals. MSU Extension 
educators produced several resources to assist producers 
in navigating their insurance decisions. 

As part of the Michigan Agriculture Ideas to Grow With 
conference, MSU Extension educators hosted a webinar 
on crop insurance decisions for field crop growers. The 
program reviewed basic components of crop insurance 
and differences between policies. This review included 

ways each policy provides protection and advantages 
offered by each. The program also discussed how the 
USDA Risk Management Agency, who administers 
insurance policies, provides beginning farmers with 
additional benefits. There were 18 participants in this 
program.

The self-paced online Desire 2 Learn (D2L) course Finding 
Financial Success in Uncertain Times was offered again 
in 2022. This course provides several modules on basic 
principles of farm management and making well-informed 
decisions. Modules included information on record 
keeping, finding costs of production and break-even 
analysis. The final module highlights how crop insurance 
can offset grain marketing concerns. The course had 37 
participants throughout 2022.

MSU Extension authored education bulletins on crop 
insurance that also continue to be sought-after resources. 
In 2021, the vegetable team released a bulletin on 
insurance options for vegetable growers and the farm 
management team authored a similar bulletin for field crop 
growers. The farm management team also produced a 
new bulletin in 2022 focused on insurance options for fruit 
growers. A total of 277 downloads were reached in 2022 
between these three publications.

Articles highlighting additional insurance programs were 
also published. The animal agriculture team promoted 
awareness of the Micro Farm Program, a newly available 
insurance option for beekeepers. The farm management 
team drew attention to the Post-Application Coverage 
Endorsement program for field crop growers that 
sidedress nitrogen. These articles were picked up by 
various media and reached 68,333 readers.

Agricultural land affected by flooding.

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer, committed to achieving excellence through a diverse workforce and inclusive culture that 
encourages all people to reach their full potential. Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, 
national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or veteran 
status. Issued in furtherance of MSU Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Quentin Tyler, 

Director, MSU Extension, East Lansing, MI 48824. This information is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names does not imply endorsement by MSU Extension or bias against those 
not mentioned. Produced by the MSU Extension Educational Materials Team. 1P–07:2023-WEB–PA/LG WCAG 2.0


